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MISSION STATEMENT
To promote the professional development and advancement of women crime writers
to achieve equality in the industry.

MEETING PLACE
Irvine Ranch Water District
15500 Sand Canyon Avenue
Irvine, CA 92618
We meet at the Irvine Ranch Water District in the Community Affairs meeting room on the northeast side of the
parking lot. For directions, visit: www.ocsistersincrime.org. (IRWD map)
“IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT NEITHER SUPPORTS NOR ENDORSES THE CAUSE NOR ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATIONS
WHICH USE THE DISTRICT’S MEETING ROOMS THAT ARE MADE AVAILABLE AS A PUBLIC SERVICE”

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
To join or renew your membership in our Sisters in Crime Chapter, you must also be a member of National. To
renew your national membership, go to: www.sistersincrime.org/. To renew for our chapter, go to:
www.ocsistersincrime.org/membership.htm and download the form, or fill out the form at the end of this
newsletter and mail it in with your check. You can join national online or send your check to national to us,
along with your check for our chapter.
If you have not already done so, please renew your Sisters in Crime membership today!
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Meetings for the remainder of the year will be held on Aug. 23 (Note the special start time of 1:00 P.M.), Oct.
25, and Nov. 22. Our holiday meeting will be held at Mystery Ink on Dec. 13th. There will be no meeting in
September; instead, we will host our second Ladies of Intrigue program on Oct. 3rd. Please mark your calendars.

Snack duty will be on a rotating basis. The following people have agreed to bring the snack for these meetings:
Aug: Potluck – Joint meeting with MWA at 1:00 P.M.
Sept: NO MEETING (LOI the next weekend)
Oct: Gita Fisher
Nov: Theresa Schultz
Dec: Potluck

UPCOMING MEETINGS

August 23, 2015 – Joint Meeting of OC Sisters in Crime and SoCal MWA – Women in Law Enforcement
The event will begin at 1:00 p.m. with a complimentary Southwestern style buffet. Gayle Carline, O.C. SinC
president, and Terri Nolan, Secretary of SoCal MWA and past President of OC SinC, will preside over the
joint meeting.
At 2:00 p.m. we'll begin our program -- featuring a panel of four women who fight crime for a living. They are:
Detective Debra Stark (retired), Brea P.D.; Martha Trevino, head of security for Raytheon Company, a
leading defense contractor; Corinne Loomis, a civilian investigator (retired), Placentia P.D.; and Tiffany Eiley,
one of the newer officers with Placentia P.D. Gayle Carline, O.C. SinC president, will moderate.
The public is invited to attend. So, please spread the word at your local library, community room, favorite coffee
house, etc.
Pls. note: Attendees must RSVP to secretary@ocsistersincrime.org.
We want to make sure we have enough food!
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MEETING ROUNDUP
By Pat H. Broeske

SinC Los Angeles president Diane Vallere delivered a lively talk about her writing career and her status as a
hybrid author at our July meeting. “I’m pro-publishing, whatever the right path is,” says Vallere, whose journey
has encompassed self-publishing as well as publishing deals with both a major publisher and a boutique house.
The author of four fashion and design-themed mystery series (one of which will debut early next year), Vallere
is a former fashion buyer whose first book was “pretty much written on airplanes” during job-related travels.
The resulting manuscript was one of five projects that was repeatedly rejected. According to Vallere, she racked
up 154 (!) rejection letter.s
But, she’s a Capricorn. (Think ambition, discipline and patience.) She kept at it.
After multiple revisions – and the guidance of both a content and a copy editor – she opted to self-publish her
first book, “Designer Dirty Laundry” (which initiated the Style and Error Mysteries) through her own Polyester
Press. But she didn’t just jump into self-publishing with the stroke of a keyboard. She carefully researched the
process, to ensure that her book would have the benefit of those things that come with a smaller traditional
publisher, including advance reading copies, advance reviews and blurbs. She also wanted it to be available as a
trade paperback as well as ebook.
Ironically, after asking another author for a blurb for the book, she was introduced to the author’s editor at
Berkley Prime Crime (a division of Penguin). That editor read and liked Vallere’s manuscript and wondered,
would she consider doing a revision?
No thanks, said Vallere – who liked her manuscript just as it was. However, she pitched the editor another
project, leading to her Material Witness titles for Berkley. “Crushed Velvet,” the second in the series, was just
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released. And she has a new series upcoming, through Berkley: The Costume Shop mystery series will take a
bow in early 2016 with “A Disguise to Die For.”
Another series, the Madison Night books – about a Doris Day-obsessed interior decorator – is with the small
press, Henery House. Meantime, the very busy Vallere continues to self-publish her Style and Error titles.
As for self-publishing vs. traditional publishing, Vallere says her self-published titles bring in the highest
royalties. But they don’t sell as many copies of her traditionally published works – which deliver more visibility
than a self-published title.
Among the advice she dispensed: learn to write a good query letter, in order to grab the attention of an
agent/editor. And, says Vallere, writers must be able to come up with a great 100-word blurb for their book.
“It’s a snapshot. It could be your book’s back cover copy.”
(We’ll be seeing Diane again, in October, when she moderates one of our Ladies of Intrigue panels.)
**
Our meeting began with a Sister & Mister share, with members recommending and passing out books they
enjoy. Among the books/authors mentioned: Donna Leon’s mysteries, which are set in Venice and feature
Commissario Guido Brunetti; the Jane Austen mysteries by Stephanie Barron; the Bernie Gunther historical
mysteries by Philip Kerr; several works by Karin Slaughter (also lauded for her support of libraries); several
titles by David Baldacci; and Donald E. Westlake’s 1970 caper “The Hot Rock.” Also. first-time visitor Mike
Befeler (a recent So-Cal transplant) gave a shout-out to “Retirement Homes Are Murder,” the latest title in his
“geezer-lit” series featuring an eightysomething protagonist.

MYSTERIOUS EXHIBITS
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On the Trail of Sherlock Holmes – and His Creator
By Pat H. Broeske
If you love a mystery then you’ve gotta have more than a passing interest in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s legendary
sleuth – who is put under a magnifying glass, figuratively speaking, in “The International Exhibition of Sherlock
Holmes,” currently at the Discovery Cube museum in Santa Ana.
The Conan Doyle Estate participated in the interactive exhibit, which gives kids a chance to put their
investigative skills to use: they’re given little notebooks in which to record their observations as they examine
various displays (i.e. Perilous Plants & Baffling Bugs, which can be used to make poisonous concoctions) in
order to apply what they deduce to solving a crime.
But this exhibit also has plenty to offer the grown-ups – especially those fascinated by Doyle’s story, and
Holmes’s impact on popular culture.
Imagine, Doyle was only 26-year-years old when he created the ever-intriguing Holmes, who came along at just
the right time. As we’re reminded by the vintage 1888 newspaper pages from The Times of London, the city’s
Whitechapel murders were then on everyone’s mind. Frustrated by what they saw as police inadequacy in
nabbing Jack the Ripper, the public needed an investigator they could believe in. Sherlock Holmes, who debuted
in 1887, was just the man for the job.
The displays showcase books and letters involving Doyle’s training at medical school, including his (rather
startling) work with cadavers. A (facsimile) letter from Doyle to his mentor Dr. Joseph Bell, cites him as the
main inspiration for his literary detective. “It is most certainly to you that I owe Sherlock Holmes,” Doyle
writes.
From the University of Minnesota Library’s Sherlock Holmes Collection, there are pages from Doyle’s 1901
manuscript for “Hound of the Baskervilles” (published in 1902).
Pop culture-wise, the exhibit explores (for us, too briefly) Holmes’s many incarnations in film and on television.
Did you know that “Hound of the Baskervilles” has been filmed more than two dozen times? Or that Thomas
Edison was the first to film a Sherlock story, in 1900? Or that “it’s elementary” wasn’t written by Doyle – but
came out of an early Sherlock play-turned-movie? (It was American actor William Gillette who uttered the line,
“Oh, this is elementary my dear fellow,” in 1899.)
Items from the CBS-TV series “Elementary” are on view, and there’s a nod to the crowd-pleasing Guy Ritchiedirected steampunk series, starring Robert Downey Jr. There’s also a display of Sherlock games and dolls. Why,
there’s the Peanuts gang, wearing deerstalkers. And a little Sherlock troll.
And don’t miss the collection of tiny Sherlock Holmes books, specially bound for the Russian Empress
Alexandra Romanov. They came from the Imperial Family’s private library.
We could go on. But, instead, we suggest that you go – and make your own deductions. The exhibit runs
through September 7. For more info go to: http://www.discoverycube.org/
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JILL AMADIO CHATS WITH ANNE PERRY

Living car-less in car-crazy Los Angeles is a challenge few Southern Californians would ever
consider confronting, despite constantly clogged streets and highways. Living car-less here takes guts, patience,
fortitude, great determination and a blithe confidence that things will work out. Anne Perry has all of these
attributes and knows she will always get where she needs to go. She has no qualms about taking public
transportation if necessary, although bus routes barely exist in some neighborhoods, and she appears to relish
the freedom from worrying about finding a rare parking spot and the potential stress of bashing into a
Hollywood mogul’s Lamborghini.
One of the most popular and prolific authors of historical crime novels that are enjoyed worldwide, Perry is in
great demand by fans and writers. When we met, she was back in Los Angeles after flying off to author-signing
and speaking trips in Utah and Arizona, both within a three-day period and a day before the start of the June 67 California Crime Writers Conference, at which she was a keynote speaker.
Her stamina is remarkable although she has a deep fear of being ill and embarrassed in transit. Once, feeling
faint, she allowed an airport to provide a wheelchair after flight delays and a ten-hour car drive, but her
eagerness and generosity to share what she calls her “nuggets” about writing at conventions and conferences
knows no bounds. Her DVDs on writing for beginners are big sellers.
Perry’s West Hollywood apartment, on a quiet residential side street, is within walking distance of shops, and
friends pick her up for lunch or dinner. One of her frequent and favorite pastimes since moving to the area for
several months each year is to have a meal and intelligent discussions with the circle of Angelenos and visitors
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she has built up. Many are from other countries, and the conversations are far-ranging.
“I am very lucky in my friends here”, she said. “They are stimulating, intellectual, and from several different
cultures. As for not having a car, I haven’t felt it necessary. I am either traveling to and from an airport, or I am
home writing, whether I am in Scotland or America”, she said.
For the Los Angeles conference she was ferried back and forth to the host hotel by fellow authors, including
yours truly, who were among the conference organizers. The hotel was half an hour or so from her home (we
count distances in time rather than miles) but when we arrived the lobby was jammed with hundreds of
attendees. The
coffee shop was as equally noisy and packed, so we high-tailed it up to my guest room. She happily stretched
out on the spare bed while we chatted, then decided she’d be more comfortable sitting on the floor.
Talk ran the gamut, from her admiration for the Vatican’s current pope to quoting a Tweet she’d received: “You
made me believe that I can rebuild my life”. The sentiment was the most beautiful she’d ever been sent, Perry
said, adding, “Knowing I have touched someone’s life gives me great joy. I find that Americans feel freer to
express themselves, unlike in Europe. Fans here are so warm and kinder than I find elsewhere. They express
themselves openly, are very perceptive, and write me the best letters”.
Opinionated about politics, she follows world events closely and believes that, after mankind sleep-walked into
World War II, World War III will begin because of too much political correctness. The plots of Perry’s
Christmas stories and books reflect her faith and strong views of moral issues including personal responsibility
and redemption. She is particularly annoyed with “good men who do nothing”.
If her preference is for a slower means of transportation than a Ferrari, she more than makes up for it by writing
her three books a year in longhand at lightning speed, faster than she can type, and creating two chapters a
week. Short stories take a mere seven days. In Scotland Perry had a secretary to transcribe her pages onto a
computer but, deciding to move permanently to the States, she’s ready to dispense with human assistance and
employ mechanical means instead. Thus, The Dragon, a speech recognition software program, is about to enter
her life.
But the prolific author won’t abandon her millions of fans in Spain, Germany, the UK and other countries where
her works are translated and sell by the boatload. She travels constantly to meet her readers. A couple of days
after the Los Angeles conference she was on her way to France for a literary festival. Perry admires the book
covers her French publisher creates as “very, very clever”, and one of her favorite trips is to the Paris Book Fair.
She’s also on the go during the year to accept awards on both sides of the Atlantic.
Talking about her William Monk detective series, begun after her highly successful Thomas and Charlotte Pitt
series, Perry finds the Victorian era so ebullient, with such dramatic contrast between rich and poor, that she is
never at a loss for characters, plot, and setting. Her immaculate research provides readers not only with
fascinating lessons in history but the human condition in the 1800s, much of it terrifying for poverty-stricken
women.
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“It was the period when England introduced the industrial age, ruled an empire, and when London was the first
City of the World. A heady time. While writing it, though, I had to be extremely careful of anachronisms
regarding freedoms and privileges. It became of interest to me that some values are eternal, whatever the era”.
A day before the Los Angeles conference Perry sent off a novel to her publisher that will be out next year. She
has half-finished a book set in 1485 Saragossa, Spain, and is eager to start working on the next three she has
planned. Not all of Perry’s writings are fiction. She adds newsy comments to her web
site, www.anneperry.co.uk, posts frequently on her blog with breezy Letters from the Scottish Highlands and
offers snappy totes readers can buy to hold her books, all the while contemplating murder. Her favorite cause of
death? “Strangulation, with no thrashing around.”
Anne Perry writes four series, two set in the Victoria era featuring Inspector William Monk and Inspector
Thomas Pitt, a WW1 Series and 13 Christmas Novellas. For a full list of her books and a synopsis of each
please visit her web site: www.anneperry.co.uk

Jill Amadio is an author, biographer, ghostwriter, and journalist. Her new crime series
is set in California where her amateur sleuth is a grumpy Cornishwoman. Jill was a reporter in the UK, Spain,
Colombia, and Thailand.

MEMBER NEWS
Jack Martin is pleased to announce that his latest mystery, Brother Can You Spare a Dime? is being released
by Blank Slate Press on August 25th. It is the first in a series of Harry Bierce mysteries. Bierce is Depression-era
F.B.I. agent, who in this debut outing finds himself involved with the attempted assassination of FDR, the
vicious Bonnie and Clyde and John Dillinger, and the sinister political machine of the Louisiana demagogue
Huey Long. Here is a link to it on Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Brother-Can-You-SpareDime/dp/1943075085/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1433193406&sr=14&keywords=brother+can+you+spare+a+dime.

***
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"Carnivore" by Melody Reams was published in Pulp Modern Issue #9: Dangerous Women in July 2015. It is now
available on Amazon.

MYSTERY INK NEWS
Mystery Ink Bookstore, 8907 Warner Avenue, #135, Huntington Beach, (714) 960-4000
New hours: Wed. – Fri., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Sat., 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.mysteryink.com. Coffee & Wi-Fi available.
Saturday, August 15th, 2:00 p.m. – P.F. Chisholm
“One of Chisholm's best Elizabethan mysteries (An Air of Treason, 2014, etc.), combining
all the historical information readers have come to expect with a swiftly moving story
featuring a strong woman whose romantic aspirations have yet to be fulfilled.” (Kirkus
Reviews)
P.F. Chisholm is a pseudonym of a well-known writer of historical thrillers, childrens’
books and nonfiction blogs and ebooks.

October 8 – 11, Bouchercon, 2015 – World Mystery Conference
Raleigh, North Carolina, website: bouchercon2015.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

&

PRESENT

WOMEN OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

Sunday, August 23 @ 1 p.m. in Irvine*
--Includes a no-cost buffet luncheon -*For more info/to RSVP contact us at: secretary@ocsistersincrime.org

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED
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For more information concerning Ladies of Intrigue, go to:
www.ocsistersincrime.org.

Support your local SinC chapter. Buy a mug at the next meeting, and donate books for our raffle!

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE!
If you have events coming up or announcements you want to make, let me know. Please send your contributions
and suggestions to: ocsinc.newsletter@gmail.com. The deadline is the 7th of each month!
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SISTERS IN CRIME ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER
Print and complete this form. NOTE: YOU MUST ALSO JOIN SISTERS IN CRIME NATIONAL TO
BE A MEMBER OF THE ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER.
Send the completed form with both checks, $40 payable to Sisters in Crime (National) and $25 payable to
Sisters in Crime, OC to:
Membership
Sisters in Crime, Orange County
P.O. Box 53132
Irvine, CA 92619-3132
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please print all information and list your name as you want it listed in the Membership Directory.
New
Renewal Name: Address:

Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Email: I am a (check all that apply):
Mystery Writer

Published

Writer in other fields
Screenwriter
--Produced:
Reviewer

Unpublished

Published

Features
Agent

Unpublished

TV/Cable
Bookseller

Other

Librarian

Reader

I would like to help with (check all that apply):
Publicity

Refreshments

Speakers

Raffle
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