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February Forensics - Pat H. Broeske, Author/Journalist, and 
Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD Forensic Genealogical 
Consultant (summary paraphrased from Jack S. Martin's account) 

Pat H. Broeske led a fascinating talk on forensics.  She pointed out that the interest in 
forensics mystery fiction started in the 1970's with the novels of Patricia Cornwell, and 
on broadcast television with the Jack Klugman series, Quincy.  She pointed out that the 
various CSI TV series' created two unfortunate effects: viewers grow to expect unrealistic 
turnaround times, such as 24-hour DNA analysis; and criminals are becoming more 
sophisticated on what clues to avoid leaving.  Also mentioned was the Orange County 
Civilian Academy on forensics, where interested civilians can arrange a tour.  

Our Guest Speaker, Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD  gave a riveting look at forensic genealogy 
with her two projects, DNA DOE and Identifinders.   She described successes in 
determining identities of Jane and Joe Does, as well as how the Y-DNA and Autosomal 
DNA Testing work.  Dr. Fitzpatrick highly recommended that all mystery authors take a 
forensics course!   Learn more at  https://dnadoeproject.org/about-us/founders/ and http://
www.identifinders.com/ 

March meeting – Sunday, March 22 
  
2:00 p.m.        Writers/Readers Forum  
   
3:00 p.m.        Guest Speaker Chris Hauty  
                 
In DEEP STATE, West Wing intern Hayley Chill learns of a deadly plot 
against the president in this edge-of-your-seat debut thriller. 
“Jarring…intriguing…the ending seems pulled directly from a movie.” —
Booklist 
“Engrossing… A refreshing change from the typical male action hero, 
Hayley is a capable, kick-ass, and sharp woman from unassuming roots.” —
Publishers Weekly 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Employed for the last thirty years as a screenwriter, Chris Hauty has worked 
for every major movie studio, in nearly all genres. He currently lives in 
Venice, California in the company of a classic Triumph motorcycle and a 
feral cat. DEEP STATE is his first novel. 
 

https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=6642ec3958&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=3c461d240f&e=5a003b025a


Member Events 

March 24 7:00 pm - Barbara DeMarco-Barrett in Conversation 
with Memoirist James Brown , Apology to the Young Addict 
(Counterpoint) www.penonfire.com/speakerseries

Lido Village Books, 3424 Via Oporto #102,  Newport Beach CA 
92663

Saturday, March 28 11:00 am - Author Workshop with Barbara 
DeMarco-Barrett
This workshop is a combination lecture, discussion, and exercise, all aimed 
at helping you find the story that is yours alone.
Barbara DeMarco-Barrett’s first book, Pen on Fire: A Busy Woman’s Guide 
to Igniting the Writer Within, made the Los Angeles Times best-seller list and 
was honored with an American Society of Journalists and Authors 
Outstanding Book Award. Her short story, "Crazy for You," was published in 
the Akashic Books noir anthology, Orange County Noir, in April 2010 and 
in 2013 it was chosen for USA noir: Best of the Akashic Noir Series (Nov. 
2013).
Dana Point Library  
33841 Niguel Rd. 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
949-496-5517

https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=d99c288701&e=5a003b025a


MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS     (Send news of your events to 
secretary@ocsistersincrime.org)

Mystery Ink Bookstore Events - Proprietor:  Debbie Mitsch, OC Sisters 
in Crime Member & Events Chair 

Sunday, March 1st at  2 p.m.  Kensington Cozy Mystery Event with 
Christine E Blum (Clarets of Fire #4),  Maria DiRico (aka Ellen Byron), 
Here Comes the Body (A Catering Hall Mystery #1) , and Mary Marks (Knot 
On Her Life #7) 

Saturday, March 21 - 4:00 pm - Jennifer Graeser Dornbush - Secret 
Remains
Talk and Signing for the second book in her Coroner’s Daughter series. 
A cold case murder, a grisly discovery, and a viper's nest of resentment, 
betrayal, and dirty secrets converge in this mystery perfect for fans of Kathy 
Reichs. 
Jennifer Graeser Dornbush partners with the Cold Case Foundation to 
further their mission and support of helping victims of violent crimes and 
providing case solving resources to investigators around the world.

Saturday, April 11 at Noon - Cara Black -- Three Hours In Paris  
  http://carablack.com/  
In June of 1940, when Paris fell to the Nazis, Hitler spent a total of three 
hours in the City of Light—abruptly leaving, never to return. To this day, no 
one knows why.   The New York Times bestselling author of the Aimée 
Leduc investigations reimagines history in her masterful spy thriller.

Saturday & Sunday, April 17 -18 – Los Angeles Times Festival of Books 
USC CAMPUS -  OC Sisters In Crime / Mystery Ink Bookstore will have a 
booth   

** VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - ESPECIALLY FOR SET UP FRIDAY 
APRIL 17** 
Email Debbie Mitsch at mysteryink@hotmail.com or call 714-743-6127 

** NOTE TO AUTHORS**  
MUST REGISTER BY MARCH 15 WITH DEBBIE MITSCH/
MYSTERY INK BOOKSTORE

mailto:secretary@ocsistersincrime.org
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=db8187c900&e=5a003b025a
mailto:mysteryink@hotmail.com


INSTAGRAM    
We're now on Instagram - follow us @oc_sistersincrime

2020 Meeting Schedule – Sunday’s at 2:00 p.m.
 

• March 22 - Chris Hauty - Author of Deep State
• April 26 - Laurie Stevens - Author of Gabriel McRay pyschological 

suspense series
• May 24
• June 28
• July 26
• August 23
• September 27
• Sunday, October 11, 2020- 7th Annual Ladies of Intrigue
• October 25
• November 29
• December Holiday Party – date to be announced



LADIES OF INTRIGUE 2020 
 
Save the Date 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 
7TH Annual Ladies of Intrigue – Featuring Remarkable Women in 
Mystery 

Contact Debbie Mitsch at Mystery Ink Bookstore if you'd like to volunteer 
at this event.  714-960-4000



CREATING A FLAWED PROTAGONIST IN A MYSTERY 
SERIES     
An Ode to Philip Kerr by Jack S. Martin, Author, fellow OC Sister 
(Mister) in Crime Member  https://jacksmartin.com/ 
  
In the writing of mystery novels, rules are made to be broken. No 
matter how basic the rule, it is usually possible for an author to 
write in a way that violates it, and still create a narrative that the 
reader will enjoy. Nonetheless, the author should at least consider 
if she/he has a good reason for making a particular exception, one 
that makes an enjoyable, coherent experience for the reader. Very 
common in mysteries is the “flawed protagonist”. To illustrate 
these rules, I will show how they apply to Bernhard “Bernie” 
Gunther, the flawed protagonist in the late Philip Kerr’s 14-novel 
“Berlin Noir” series of historical mysteries. 
 
When the protagonist is first introduced, it is important to 
immediately give the reader a feel for the character of the 
protagonist, including her/his time and place. In the first page of 
the first Bernie Gunther novel, the reader learns that the 
protagonist is a private detective in 1930's Nazi Germany, a former 
homicide detective in the Berlin police department, dismissed 
because of his membership in the Social Democratic party, 
opposed to the Nazi regime. This immediately lets the reader know 
that this will be a “noir” story, set in a society morally 
disintegrating under the rule of the Nazis, and that the government 
authorities will be of less than no help to the protagonist. When 
Gunther sets out to achieve justice, the reader knows he will truly 
be on his own. 
 
It is important to establish the character of the protagonist; at the 
same time, in a lengthy series it is advisable to hold something 
back, to be revealed in subsequent novels. In the first novel, he is 
quickly revealed to be a tough, up-from-the-streets cop, and an 
intelligent one, as during the 1920's he solved the case of a serial 
killer when more experienced cops had failed [Kerr bases this case 
on the real-life case of the Dortmund Vampire, which in turn 

https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=a8bfb40ac6&e=5a003b025a


Mary Higgins Clark - The Queen of Suspense - 1927 -2020 - 
Naples, Florida, age 92 - Rest in Peace

The OC Sisters in Crime chapter wishes to convey their sincere condolences 
to the family and to the fans on the loss of Mary Higgins Clark. 

The loss in the suspense genre is profound.  Her legacy includes the Mary 
Higgins Clark Award, an annual honor given by the Mystery Writers of 
America to the year's best suspense writing.  Her honors include the Horatio 
Alger Award and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.   

It was reported that all of her 56 books beginning with “Where Are the 
Children?” had been best sellers.

In 1988, The New York Times reported that she had broken a record for 
what was believed to be “the first eight-figure agreement involving a single 
author.” The multi-book contract guaranteed her at least $10.1 million 

To read more about her life and career, visit: 
http://www.legacy.com/news/celebrity-deaths/notable-deaths/article/mary-
higgins-clark-1927-2020-bestselling-author-was-the 

https://time.com/5775950/mary-higgins-clark-obituary/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/31/books/mary-higgins-clark-dead.html

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-01-31/bestselling-author-mary-
higgins-clark-dead-at-age-92

https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=67b5074aa4&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=67060e256b&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=ac84887acd&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=ee32b6961b&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=b65aa6366b&e=5a003b025a


ST.  PATRICKS DAY

St Patrick's Day is a global celebration of Irish culture on or around March 17. 
It particularly remembers St Patrick, one of Ireland's patron saints, who 
ministered Christianity in Ireland during the fi fth century. St Patrick's 
Day is celebrated in countries with people of Irish descent.
 
For those with a love of cozy mysteries, St. Patrick's Day can also mean murder!

Sisters in Crime California author Dorothy Howell has Duffel Bags and 
Drownings ( A Haley Randolph Mystery) 

Other cozy authors include:
Isis Crawford - A Catered St. Patrick's Day - A Mystery with Recipes (#8)
Leslie Meier - St. Patrick's Day Murder - A Lucy Stone Mystery (#14)



OTHER EVENTS

March 5 - Author Event - Noon Luncheon - Friends of the Huntington Beach 
Library  www.fotl.hb.com
Author:  Nancy Cole Silverman-The House on Hallowed Ground - 
www.nancycolesilverman.com
Author:  Janet Finsilver - Murder at the Marina - www.janetfinsilver.com

Saturday, March 7  Placentia Friends of the Library Annual Luncheon at the Alta 
Vista Country Club  www.placentialibraryfriends.com
Author Talk, Q & A session, Silent Auction
Speaker  Judy A. Bernstein
 
March 12 – 15 Left Coast Crime 2020 San Diego, CA  Murder’s A Beach 
www.leftcoastcrime.org
Guest of Honor  Rachel Howzell Hall
Guest of Honor  T. Jefferson Parker
Toast Master  Matt Coyle
Ghost of Honor  Raymond Chandler

March 26-29 - SleuthFest 2020  http://sleuthfest.com/  Doubletree by Hilton 
Deerfield Beach/Boca Raton - Florida
 A Premier Conference for Writers of All Levels “Helping mystery writers improve 
their craft for over 25 years” Sponsored by the Florida Chapter of Mystery Writers 
of America
Guest of Honor - Catriona McPherson

March 28 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm - Read Locally:  Local Author Festival - 
Yorba Linda Public Library's 4th Annual Local Author Festival    https://
www.ylpl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Just-Between-Friends-
Winter-2019-20-1.1.pdf

April 4  Literary Orange -  A Celebration of Authors, Readers and Libraries - 
Newport Beach, CA 
https://literaryorange.org/   OC Sisters In Crime members Barbara DeMarco-
Barrett and Maddie Margarita are each moderators of a panel
Keynote Speakers
Lori Gottlieb - Maybe You Should Talk to Someone
Erik Larson - The Splendid and the Vile
J. Ryan Stradal - The Lager Queen of Minnesota

April 18 -19 Saturday & Sunday, – Los Angeles Times Festival of Books – 
USC CAMPUS  OC Sisters In Crime / Mystery Ink Bookstore will have a booth  ** 
see Member Events -- Volunteers Needed **  Authors who are interested in 

http://www.fotl.hb.com/
http://www.nancycolesilverman.com/
http://www.janetfinsilver.com/
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=953a630a49&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=1b770b34eb&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=54e574976e&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=1c57acf1db&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=ec68d2ecf8&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=7d1bbbe555&e=5a003b025a
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=361b2d01bd&e=5a003b025a


Mission Statement
To promote the ongoing advancement, recognition and professional 
development of women crime writers.  We welcome both Sisters and Misters 
to our meetings 
 
Meeting Place
Irvine Ranch Water District 
15500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA 92618* 
  
We meet in the Community Affairs meeting room on the northeast side of 
the parking lot, for directions, visit www.ocsistersincrime.org 
  
*Disclaimer - Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses the 
cause nor activities of organizations that use the district’s meeting rooms, 
which are made available as a public service.

Membership Information 

As a guest, you may attend up to 3 meetings of OC Sisters in Crime, 
after which time membership is required.   There is a $3.00 suggested 
donation per meeting to fund the sips and nibbles. 
  
Sisters in Crime is a national organization of mystery writers who are 
dedicated to making sure that women writers receive the same recognition 
and support as their male counterparts.  The Orange County chapter of 
Sisters In Crime holds monthly meetings for its members, their guests, and 
visitors.  We support member authors by attending and sponsoring book 
signings at local bookstores 
  
Visit http://ocsistersincrime.org/membership/  for more information.

https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=4fb073c2e0&e=5a003b025a
http://www.ocsistersincrime.org/




Bookish Bits

MurderMysteryKit.com - Fun and exciting Murder Mystery Kits and 
Murder Party Kits for 2-29 people.  You'll have the time of your life (or 

death)!   Follow them on Instagram @merchant_milani   Murder Mystery 
Parties are fun events that bring people together in a unique night of mystery 

and laughter! (party usually lasts 2-3 hours) 
  

Bedsidereading.com  Bedside Reading is the #1 Book Marketing Platform in 
the World that places books by the bedsides in luxury & lifestyle  

hotels, and in the Media and now we're introducing Bedside Reading's 
Authors That Thrive Podcast Packages.  We promote authors to influencers, 

VIPs and potential new fans. We offer podcasts in hotels, book signing 
events and more. We believe "word-of-mouth" marketing is key to helping a 

book to be discovered. We have created a layered systematic approach to 
helping our authors' books get noticed. We touch a book 20 times during the 

course of one month. Including,  placement in hotels, social media by the 
hotel, our own social media, newsletters, placement in magazines (print and 

online) and through optional podcasts. 

Podcast - Inside The Writers Studio  charlielovett42.podbean.com   Charlie 
Lovett - The Bookman's Tale

Podcast - Matt Coyle Crime Corner Radio  (fellow Sisters (Misters) in 
Crime San Diego - Partners in Crime member)   https://www.facebook.com/

CrimeCornerRadio/?ref=br_tf    @CrimeCornerRadio

http://murdermysterykit.com/
http://bedsidereading.com/
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=c545db51eb&e=5a003b025a
http://charlielovett42.podbean.com/
https://ocsistersincrime.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc2c4f951eb320e0f8a4a5702&id=b5085d7220&e=5a003b025a


2020 Board Members
President                                    Barbara DeMarco-Barrett

Vice President                            Maddie Margarita
Treasurer                                    Diana Dallape

Corresponding Secretary           Jill Amadio
Newsletter, Social Network        Carolyn Miller
Website                                      Sharon Nelson
Membership Chairperson          Diana Dallape
Events Coordinator                    Debbie Mitsch

Greeter                                      Gita Fischer
Members-at-Large                     Nancy Churchill, Dianne Larson, 

Donna Lear,
                                                  Jack Martin, Sharmyn McGraw, 

Debbie Mitsch,
                                                  Kami Snyder 

Past President:                          Nanette Heiser

Email 
Me!

mailto:bdemarcobarrett@gmail.com?subject=Sisters%20In%20Crime%20info
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